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All tests in Motorboat Owner are carried 
out by real boaters in real life situations

When Evinrude launched the E-Tec G2 
back in 2014, I have to admit, I was a bit 
smitten. The 200-300hp motors delivered 
the kind of torque and acceleration that 
four strokes found it hard to compete 
with, but unlike two strokes of old, it 
claimed to do it with better than four 
stroke fuel economy and emissions. Then 
there was the clever features such as built 
in power steering, automatic trim, one 
button winterising and very long service 
intervals, not to mention a completely 
new design that dated other outboards 
overnight. 
    Two years later BRP (Bombardier 
Recreational Products), the owners of 
the historic Evinrude brand since OMC’s 
unfortunate demise in 2001, has cascaded 
the G2 design and features down to a 
range of more UK friendly motors. The 
new range consists of a 150hp, 150hp 
High Output, 175hp and 200hp engines 
built around a brand new 2.7 litre 66° V6 
block. If you follow outboards as much as 
I do you will no doubt be saying “wasn’t 
there a 200hp G2 already?” The answer to 
that is yes. The new 200 will run alongside 
the existing 200 and will be differentiated 
by the existing 200 being designated 
a HO model. BRP tell us that any HO 
model produces around 10% more HP 
than what’s on the lid. So the old 200 is 
effectively a 220hp motor and the new 
150HP HO is more like a 165HP.
    First, let’s look at some of the claims 
BRP are making about the new range, 

Evinrude E-TEC G2 150-200HP

most of which apply to the existing G2’s, 
but it is worth reminding ourselves. The 
biggest is, of course, the claim that a two-
stroke G2 is around 30% more fuel efficient 
than a competitive four stroke engine. 
For those whose memories of two stroke 
hark back to the 60’s and 70’s this will be 
hard to believe, but has been achieved by 
designing the engine from scratch around 
the combustion process. This allows the 
fuel to be mixed and injected into the 
cylinder with levels of precision that 
previous generations of two stroke engines 
just could not achieve. A by-product of 
this is clean emissions. That’s right BRP 
claim that its two stroke engines are even 
cleaner than four stoke motors in terms 
of CO, hydrocarbons and NOx. The CO 
levels are particularly impressive, at around 
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720ppm at idle and trolling speeds, 
which is below the 1200ppm that 
is considered to be immediately 
dangerous to human health. 
According to BRP’s figures, some 
competitor four strokes emit as 
much as 60,000+ ppm in a similar 
situation. There was no mention 
from the BRP boffins of CO2 levels, 
so I suspect these may not be much 
to shout about, but still, credit where 
credit is due. G2’s comply with all 
current global emission regulations 
and are already compliant with 
RCD II for emissions and noise levels, 
a European standard that won’t be 
introduced until 2017.
    Being two stroke, the G2 benefits from 
delivering power on every revolution of the 
piston, rather than every other revolution on a 
four stroke. The result of this is increased torque 
and power that, according to their figures, 
delivers 30% faster acceleration.  Another bold 
claim is that the engines deliver their full rated 
output at much lower revs. The example given 
was the 200hp model which delivers its 
full 200hp at just over 4000rpm, at 
which point an equivalent four stroke 
engine might only be producing 150hp. 
So, the result is more power, quicker 
acceleration, lower fuel consumption 
and lower emissions. It sounds like 
BRP has hit the holy grail, but there were 
a couple of points on which they were silent, 
or at least rather muted. Noise levels, even by 
their admissions, are not as good as four strokes, 
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although they do claim to come close. 
The other issue is weight. Surprisingly, I 
thought that being two stroke, they would 
be shouting from the roof tops about 
best power to weight ratio in its class, 
etc, but not a word. The reason was soon 
discovered when I looked up the specs and 
found that the 150-200hp G2’s carry a few 
extra kilos over their four stroke rivals. 
This is surprising, but then you have to 
understand that the weight of the G2 
includes its inbuilt power steering and the 
onboard oil tank, so actually they aren’t 
doing too badly on that score either, but 
best in class is not a title they can rightly 
claim just yet.
    The new smaller G2’s are all available 
with BRP’s dynamic power steering, 
although you can opt to have the 150 and 
150HO without if required, which saves 
money and weight. What you have to 
remember is that as an option, the DPS 
comes in at around £800, compared to a 
figure of around double this or more for 

a conventional power steering system, so 
it appears to be a bit of a no-brainer. All 
G2’s come as standard with iTrim, BRP’s 
automatic trim system. They also come as 
standard with digital throttle and shift, with 
a new Icon II model of top and side mount 
controls that are said to offer digital benefits 
at a mechanical price, and of course, the 
tidy rigging that G2 is known for.
    So how does all this translate out on the 
water? BRP did not seem to shy away from 
direct comparisons. I have been to many 
outboard launches over the years so am 
used to seeing charts presented to show 
the new launch in a better light than their 
competitors, but I have never been offered 
the chance to test the new motor against 
the rivals on identical boats. Even more 
strangely, I was able to test one boat fitted 
with twin engines, one 150hp HO G2 and 
one 200hp four stroke. Although the rival 
engines had been installed by BRP, we were 
assured that it was done under the scrutiny 
of an independent witness.

    The first boat I tested the new G2 on was 
a Scout 255LXF. This may not be a boat we 
are familiar with this side of the pond but 
it is a big centre console vessel weighing 
in at around 2500kg with engines. When I 
went out on it, we had a 70% full fuel tank 
and five big fellas onboard too, to bring the 
total weight up to around 3200kg. The boat 
was rigged with a 150hp G2 and a 200hp 
four stroke engine. With both engines 
running, the boat flew, but this boat was 
rigged like this to show the benefit of the 
extra torque of the Evinrude. Cruising 
at around 25 knots on both engines we 
shut one off and lifted it clear of the water. 
In both cases the boat slowed, but with 
the Evinrude it remained on the plane at 
around 15 knots, compared to the four 
stroke which dropped off and could only 
maintain around 10 knots. We also tried 
to see what would happen when starting 
from stationary. Surprisingly, the Evinrude 
got the heavy boat up on the plane and up 
to the aforementioned 15 knots on its own, 
while the four stroke simply couldn’t get 
the boat over the hump with the weight we 
were carrying. The benefit here is obvious. 
With twin 150’s this boat would not only 
perform well, but if you had a problem, you 
could still maintain a slow planing speed to 
get you home. It was also noticeable on this 
boat how smooth the gear shifting seemed 
to be, with much less of a pronounced 
clunk as the gears of the G2 engaged.
    Our second test was onboard a centre 
console Key West 203FS fitted with a 150hp 

HO. We also had another identical boat 
fitted with a 150hp four stroke. Could 
there be a better opportunity for a drag 
race? With both boats side by side, the 
throttle was pinned forward on the count 
of three and despite running this test 
numerous times, with myself driving both 
boats, the result was always the same. The 
Evinrude boat jumped onto the plane 
quicker and forged ahead. Once the four 
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It is not often you can test outboards like this

I-Trim and Power Steering Assist are just two of 
G2’s features. I-Trim is standard on all G2’s

The single 150hp G2 managed to maintain a 
slow planing speed on our 3000kg+ test boat

Two identical Key West 203’s were fitted with 
150hp outboards, one a G2, the other a 4-stroke
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stroke boat was up on the plane the gap 
remained fairly constant, telling me that 
top end is not significantly different, but it 
was never going to make up the gap that 
the quicker acceleration had opened up. 
It has to be said here that the HO model, 
in BRP’s own words, produces more like 
165hp, so there was a bit of an advantage 
here. What I will say though is that the 
acceleration is brutal. If you find yourself 
at the helm of a G2 powered boat you 
had better make sure everyone is holding 
on before nailing the throttle, as the 
acceleration is surprising and so obviously 
quicker than a typical four stroke engine. 

    Another point to note is that we had 
around 30 boats in the water running two 
stroke G2’s, all going constantly in and out 
of the marina, and not once did I smell 
a single whiff of exhaust, see any smoke, 
and most importantly, see any evidence of 
unburnt fuel/oil on the water surface. On 
that score, this combined 4,800hp, seemed 
considerably cleaner than my single 3.3hp 
old school two stroke, which would have 
left a trail of smoke and an oil slick behind 
on these pristine lake waters. 
    So are there any negatives? Well the noise 
levels are a bit higher than you get with a 
four stroke. At idle there is a noticeable dry 

raspy note from the exhaust and, at speed, 
you do get a bit of two-stroke roar, which 
I quite like, but if noise levels are the most 
important factor to you, the G2 might 
not be the engine for you, despite all the 
benefits. The other issue is the two stroke 
oil. The stuff that these G2 engines use must 
include liquid gold, because cheap it is not. 
Here you have to do some man maths to 
justify the cost. The oil is around £150 for a 
tank full. BRP say that a tank will typically 
last around 50 hours, which is a season for 
most of us. With a four stroke outboard you 
would be looking at an oil change once a 
season, at a cost of around £75 for a decent 
synthetic engine oil and replacement filter. 
Then you have to consider the downtime 
and cost of servicing. A G2 has no dealer 
scheduled service for 5 years or 500 hours. 
In that time, a four stroke may require up 
to five services, at a cost of around £1500 
(this would include the aforementioned oil 
and filter changes). Also, if the claims are 
true, you will benefit from a 30% saving 
on fuel over the season. At 50 hours this 
could amount to an extra £300-£400 in 
your pocket.  Add all this up and it soon 
becomes clear that the cost of the required 

Contact: Bombardier 
Recreational Products 
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liquid gold is actually a price worth 
paying, and you may in fact be quids in 
at the end of each year. One other thing 
that I am not totally convinced about is 
the removable cowling panels. I know 
that you shouldn’t have to remove them 
more than once a year for an oil top up, 
but compared to existing outboards, the 
numerous screws seem a bit fiddly and 
time consuming. 
    BRP have promised to launch three new 
outboard ranges over the next three years, 
and I am guessing this means that the G2 
range will come down in size, maybe as 
low as the 30hp model available in the 
first generation of E-Tec. If we still have 
Olive in three years time I can genuinely 
see myself splashing out on a nice little 
40hp G2. They 
have introduced a 
new Ice Blue and 
camouflage colour 
scheme for the 2017 
models, I wonder 
if Olive green will 
feature by 2020?

The 150HO out accelerated an identical boat with an equivalent four stroke motor

One of the G2’s nice 
features is the ability 
to customise its colour 
scheme to match, or 
complement, the boat
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Value               3/5
Usability         4/5
Performance  5/5

“The E-Tec G2 has
 set some new 

standards for mid 
range engines”
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